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The designations employed and the presentation of material in this publication do 

not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the Indian Ocean 

Tuna Commission or the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 

concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its 

authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  

The 14th Session of the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC) was held in Busan, Republic of 

Korea, from 1 to 5 March 2010. Representatives of 19 Members of the Commission, two 

Cooperating non-Contracting Parties, FAO, eight Observers and invited experts attended the 

Session. 

In response to concerns about the status of the stocks, the Commission adopted a conservation and 

management action by which a time-area closure is established for purse-seine and longline 

fisheries, and a plan of action is started that will lead to the adoption of a quota or other 

appropriate conservation measure by 2012. The plan of action includes a feasibility study on 

improving data collection from artisanal fisheries, and an inter-sessional technical meeting to 

adopt recommendations on allocation criteria for a quota system. Management advice is to be 

supplied by the Scientific Committee in a way that allows managers to assess the risks and 

benefits of different management actions.   

The Commission also adopted a binding resolution establishing a Port State measure, with 

provisions almost identical to the global Port State Agreement recently adopted by the FAO 

Council. The Commission also agreed to establish a mechanism for applying market-related 

measures against Parties that have engaged in activities undermining the objectives of the 

Commission. 

The issue of lack of compliance by Members, identified in the past as one of the major problems 

for IOTC, was addressed by the strengthening of the Compliance Committee, who will focus on 

the performance of individual Members, allowing it to identify Parties that are deficient in the 

implementation of IOTC resolutions. The Compliance Committee will have extended meetings to 

accommodate the additional workload starting at its next Session. 

Combating illegal, unregulated and unreported (IUU) fishing continued with a detailed review of 

several incidents of IUU involving vessels from member states, which resulted in new vessels 

being listed under the IUU list. 

The Commission also adopted a measure that, for the first time among tuna RFMOs, protects all 

shark species in the family Alopiidae, by notably by the retention onboard and prohibiting the 

commercialization of these vulnerable species. 

The Commission agreed to the creation of a special Fund to support the participation of 

representatives from developing states in meetings of the Commission or its subsidiary bodies. 

Accumulated savings from previous years are to be used as seed funding for this purpose, as well 

as to start the execution of sampling programmes in artisanal fisheries, as requested in the 

Regional Observer Scheme adopted in 2009.  

The Commission reiterated its deep concerns and desire to see the end of the ongoing issue of 

piracy off the coast of Somalia. 

The Commission approved the 2010/11 Program of Work and Budget of the Secretariat, and the 

schedule of contributions.  

The Commission renewed the status of Cooperating non-Contracting Party of Senegal, South 

Africa and Uruguay, and, for the first time, granted the status to Maldives.  

The following measures were adopted by the Commission: 

¶ Resolution 10/01 For the conservation and management of tropical tunas stocks in the 

IOTC area of Competence 

¶ Resolution 10/02 On mandatory statistical requirements for IOTC Members and 

Cooperating non-Contracting Parties (CPCs) 

¶ Resolution 10/03 Concerning the recording of catch by fishing vessels in the IOTC area 

¶ Resolution 10/04 On a Regional Observer Scheme 

¶ Resolution 10/05 On the Establishment of a Meeting Participation Fund for Developing 

IOTC Members and non-Contracting Cooperating Parties (CPCs) 

¶ Resolution 10/06 On reducing the incidental bycatch of seabirds in longline fisheries 
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¶ Resolution 10/07 Concerning a record of licensed foreign vessels fishing for tunas and 

swordfish in the IOTC area 

¶ Resolution 10/08 Concerning a record of active foreign vessels fishing for tunas and 

swordfish in the IOTC area 

¶ Resolution 10/09 Concerning the functions of the Compliance Committee 

¶ Resolution 10/10 Concerning Market Related Measures 

¶ Resolution 10/11 On port state measures to prevent, deter and eliminate illegal, 

unreported and unregulated fishing 

¶ Resolution 10/12 On the conservation of thresher sharks (family Alopiidae) caught in 

association with fisheries in the IOTC area of competence 

¶ Recommendation 10/13 On the implementation of a ban on discards of skipjack tuna, 

yellowfin tuna, bigeye tuna, and non-targeted species caught by purse-seiners 
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OPENING OF THE SESSION 

1. The Fourteenth Session of the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC) was held in Busan, 

Republic of Korea, from 1 to 5 March 2010. Representatives of 19 Members of the 

Commission, 2 Cooperating non-Contracting Parties, FAO, 8 Observers and invited experts 

attended the Session. The list of participants is attached as Appendix I. 

2. Following speeches by Mr Alejandro Anganuzzi (Executive Secretary of IOTC) and Mr 

Rondolph Payet (Chairperson of IOTC) the Commission was addressed by Mr Lim Kwang-

soo, president of the National Fisheries Research and Development Institute. The opening 

speech was given by Mr Ha Young-jae, Vice-Minister of Food, Agriculture, Forestry and 

Fisheries. The texts of the addresses by Mr Payet and Vice-Minister Ha are provided in 

Appendix II.  

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA AND ARRANGEMEN TS FOR THE SESSION 

3. The Commission adopted the Agenda as presented in Appendix III to this report. The 

documents before the Commission are listed in Appendix IV. 

ADMISSION OF OBSERVERS 

4. Pursuant to Article VII of the Agreement establishing the IOTC, the Commission admitted 

observers from the Maldives, Mozambique, United States of America, the Indian Ocean 

Commission (IOC), the International Seafood Sustainability Foundation (ISSF), the Marine 

Stewardship Council (MSC), the Organization for the Promotion of Responsible Tuna 

Fisheries' (OPRT),the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF), as well as invited experts from 

Taiwan, Province of China. The Commission noted the presence of FAO (the Food and 

Agriculture Organization of the United Nations) as a special observer. 

REPORT OF THE 12TH SESSION OF THE SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE  

5. The report of the Twelfth Session of the Scientific Committee (IOTC-2009-SC-R) was 

presented by the Scientific Committee Chair, Dr Francis Marsac (European Union). The 

Commission acknowledged the report and considered the following issues. 

Status of the stocks 

6. The Commission noted the latest advice from the Scientific Committee on the following 

species and species groups: 

7. Albacore:  No new stock assessment have been realised on albacore in 2009. The stock size 

and fishing pressure on this species are considered to be within acceptable limits. Catches, 

mean weight and catch rates of albacore have been stable for over 20 years. The status of the 

stock is not likely to change markedly over the next 2-3 years and assuming that the price level 

remains low compared to other tuna species, no immediate action should be required. It was 

suggested that a new assessment be undertaken in 2011. 

8. Bigeye:  The estimated values of fishing mortality and stock size in 2008 are close to MSY-

related values. Standardized catch rates from the longline fleets of Japan and Taiwan,China 

since 1980 present divergent trends. The results of the 2009 assessment indicate that the stock 

is fully exploited. Catches of bigeye tuna should not exceed the estimated MSY of 110,000t. 

9. Skipjack:  Skipjack is a highly productive and resilient species and seems not easily prone to 

overfishing. However, the analysis of some indicators of the stock status during recent years 

suggests that the state of the stock should be closely monitored in 2010. 

10. Yellowfin:  Stock has been recently overexploited and is probably still being overfished.  

Fishing pressure has been exceeding the MSY-related level and reduction of catch or of fishing 
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effort would be required to return exploitation rates to those related to MSY. The catch of 

yellowfin tuna should not exceed the current estimated MSY, ie. 300,000t. 

11. Swordfish: Overall stock size and fishing pressure are close to MSY-related values and the 

stock is considered to be fully exploited. Catches of swordfish should not exceed the estimated 

MSY of 33,000t. 

12. Neritic tunas:  No quantitative stock assessments are currently available for the six neritic tuna 

species under the IOTC mandate and the stock status for all species remains unknown. The 

Scientific Committee noted that the neritic species were relatively productive with high 

fecundity and therefore relatively resilient and less prone to overfishing than other species. 

13. Sharks:  There was no improvement regarding the available catch statistics and in the present 

situation conducting formal assessments is questionable. The stock status for all species 

remains highly uncertain and stock indicators should be developed.  In general, the life history 

characteristics and biology of sharks make them vulnerable to overfishing. 

14. Marine turtles:  The World Conservation Union (IUCN) has classified the olive ridley turtle as 

vulnerable, the green turtle and loggerhead turtle as endangered and the hawksbill turtle and 

leatherback turtle as critically endangered. The status of marine turtles remains unknown due 

to insufficient information on a range of factors such as degradation of nesting beaches, 

targeted harvesting of eggs and turtles and, to a lesser extent, incidental catches by purse seine 

and longline.  Notwithstanding this, it is acknowledged that the impact on marine turtle 

populations from fishing for tuna and tuna-like species may increase if fishing pressure 

increases, or if the status of the marine turtle populations worsens due to other factors such as 

an increase in fishing pressure from other fisheries or anthropological or climatic impacts.  

15. Sea birds:  An Executive Summary for seabirds was adopted by the Scientific Committee for 

the first time in 2009, outlining the current state of knowledge for seabird distributions, the 

current understanding of interactions between IOTC fisheries and seabirds, current 

management concerns, management measures currently in place by the IOTC to enhance the 

conservation of seabirds, and gaps in the knowledge of fishery impacts with seabirds. 

Comments of the Commission and consideration of the recommendations made by the 

Scientific Committee 

16. The Commission expressed its satisfaction about the reinstatement of the Working Party on 

Data Collection and Statistics, following the recommendations of the Performance Review 

Panel, and for its work that provided a clearer picture on the current data situation. 

17. The Commission expressed its concerns about the lack of fisheries data on target and bycatch 

species and the relatively low reporting of data relevant for stock assessment by the time the 

data are required for the assessments. In particular, it noted the possible under-reporting of 

bigeye catch by the gillnet fleets operating in the IOTC area of competence. The Commission 

reminded to the CPCs the importance of reporting the data as per IOTC requirements within 

the deadlines in order for the scientists to be able to do the necessary analyses and assessments 

on which the scientific advices will be based. 

18. The Commission addressed the list of recommendations made by the Scientific Committee in 

its 2009 report that related specifically to the Commission or concerned the work of the 

Secretariat, and made the following responses: 

¶ The Commission expressed its concerns regarding the level of catch of juvenile yellowfin 

and bigeye tuna and requested that consideration is given to the protection of these 

juveniles. 

¶ The Commission recognized that Marine Protected Areas (MPA) in high seas are a possible 

management option, in particular for the conservation of juveniles of yellowfin and bigeye 

tuna, and that it has already been considered or implemented by other tuna RFMOs. 
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However, the closure of particular areas should be carefully studied prior to implementation 

and should be based on scientific advice. 

¶ The Commission expressed its concerns regarding the use of a single model for the 

assessment of the yellowfin tuna stock and recommended the use of various models for 

future stock assessments. It noted the need for more coordination among the scientists 

participating at technical meetings to ensure more diversity in the use of models for all 

species. 

¶ The Commission recognizing the added value of the Indian Ocean Tuna Tagging 

Programme, encouraged extensive use of the data for stock assessments and supported the 

organization of a tagging symposium in 2011. However, the Commission expressed its 

concerns regarding the low reporting rate of the tags by the longline fleets. 

¶ The Commission supported the  development of a Management Strategy Evaluation (MSE) 

by the Scientific Committee as a tool to evaluate conservation and management measures. 

¶ The Commission reiterated its commitment to start a Regional Observer Scheme on 1
st
 July 

2010 to collect verified catch data and other scientific data related to the fisheries for tuna 

and tuna-like species in the IOTC area as per Resolution 09/04 (superseded by Resolution 

10/04) following the guidelines that are being developed by the Scientific Committee. 

¶ The Commission agreed on the need for a Data Summary as a priority in 2010. 

¶ The Commission recognized the need to strengthen the Secretariat by adding two 

professional staff members, and referred the matter to the SCAF for assessment of the 

financial implications. 
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REPORT OF THE COMPLIANCE COMMITTEE  (COC) 

19. The Report of the Seventh Session of the IOTC Compliance Committee (provided in 

Appendix V) was presented by the Committee Chair, Mr Roberto Cesari (EU) to the 

Commission, who commended the Compliance Committee for its work. 

National Reports on the progress of implementation of conservation and management 

measures 

20. The Commission noted that national reports were provided by twelve of twenty-eight  

Members (Australia, Belize, China, European Union, France Territories, Indonesia, Japan, 

Republic of Korea, Mauritius, Philippines, Seychelles and the United Kingdom (OT)), and one 

of three Cooperating Members (South Africa), which despite being an improvement in 

comparison to the previous year is still very low, especially taking into account that only six 

CPCs submitted their report before the deadline. 

21. The Commission recalled the importance of the submission of national reports and their 

mandatory nature under Article X, paragraph 2, of the IOTC Agreement, and noted that they 

should be provided no later than 60 days before the Session. The Commission supported the 

request by the Compliance Committee that CPCs that did not submit their national report 

should fulfil their obligation as soon as possible and asked the Secretariat to follow up on this 

issue. 

22. The Commission thanked the Secretariat for having prepared a template for the submission of 

national reports as it requested during its previous Session. However, it was noted that some 

CPCs had some difficulties in submitting their report following the template within the 

deadline, due to the late circulation of the template. 

Status of the application of IOTC conservation and management measures 

23. The Commission noted the compliance of members regarding the application of several 

resolutions and requested the Chairperson to write to the Islamic Republic of Iran and Sri-

Lanka to express the concerns of the Members on the level of compliance of their respective 

fleets active in the Indian Ocean.. 

24. The Commission endorsed all the recommendations made by the Compliance Committee. 

IOTC  IUU Vessels list 

25. The Commission noted that, after the presentation and discussions on each case, the 

Compliance Committee recommended the inclusion of 5 new vessels to the IOTC IUU Vessels 

List: 

¶ Parsian Shila (Iran) 

¶ Rwad 1 (Oman) - under probation for a period of three months, within which Oman should 

provide evidence about the origin of the catches onboard 

¶ Balena (unknown) 

¶ Lingsar 08 (Indonesia) 

¶ Hoom Xiang 11 (Malaysia) 

26. The Commission endorsed these additions and the IOTC IUU Vessels List was adopted  by the 

Commission in 2010 as given in Appendix VI. 

Applications for Cooperating non-Contracting Party status 

27. Following the recommendations of the Compliance Committee, the Commission granted the 

status of Co-operating non-Contracting Party until the 15
th
 Session in 2011 to Maldives, 

Senegal, South Africa and Uruguay. 
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28. The Commission especially noted its satisfaction in seeing Maldives, a major fishing nation of 

the Indian Ocean, becoming Cooperating non-Contracting Party and it expressed its wish that 

Maldives will soon become a full Member of the Commission. 

Fleet development plans 

29. The Commission endorsed the recommendations of the Compliance Committee regarding fleet 

development plans and set up the 31st December 2010 for CPCs which expressed their wish to 

submit new or revised fleet development plans to do so, unless they have indicated an earlier 

deadline. 

Election of a Chairperson  for the next biennium 

30. The Commission endorsed the election of Mr Roberto Cesari (EU) as Chairperson of the 

Compliance Committee for the next biennium. 

REPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATION AND FINANCE 

(SCAF) 

31. The report of the Standing Committee on Administration and Finance (provided in Appendix 

VII ) was presented by the Chair, Mr Geoffrey Nanyaro (Tanzania).  

32. The Commission thanked the Secretariat for the work conducted during 2009, and  approved 

the IOTC Secretariatôs Programme of Work for 2010 and adopted the budget for the year 2010 

and the scheme of contributions for the Members as listed in Annex II and III of the SCAF 

report.  

CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT MEASURES ARISING FROM THE 

RECOMMENDATIONS OF T HE PERFORMANCE REVIE W PANEL REPORT  

33. The Commission received proposals for conservation and management measures on the topics 

below. 

On the Establishment of a Meeting Participation Fund for Developing State IOTC Members 

and non-Contracting Cooperating Parties (CPCs) 

34. The Commission adopted Resolution 10/05 On the establishment of a meeting participation 

fund for developing IOTC Members and non-Contracting Cooperating Parties (CPCs) 

(Appendix VII I). This resolution makes provisions for the creation of a fund to help scientists 

from the region to participate in the IOTC scientific meetings as well as to the Session of the 

Commission. This fund will be financed from the IOTC accumulated funds to begin with 

(200,000 USD), and, then  by voluntary contributions of Members or other sources to be 

identified. 

Concerning a Record of Licensed Foreign Vessels Fishing for Tunas and Swordfish in the 

IOTC Area 

35. The Commission adopted Resolution 10/07 Concerning a record of licensed foreign vessels 

fishing for tunas and swordfish in the IOTC area (Appendix VI II). This Resolution supersedes 

Resolution 07/04 Concerning registration and exchange of information on vessels  fishing for 

tunas and swordfish in the IOTC area following a recommendation of the Performance Review 

Panel to separate the reporting requirements of flag state and licensing states concerning the 

activities of fishing vessels. 

Concerning a Record of Active Vessels Fishing for Tunas and Swordfish in the IOTC Area 

36. The Commission adopted Resolution 10/08 Concerning a record of active foreign vessels 

fishing for tunas and swordfish in the IOTC area (Appendix VIII). This resolution, as the 

previous, supersedes Resolution 07/04 Concerning registration and exchange of information 

on vessels fishing for tunas and swordfish in the IOTC area and specifies the responsibility the 

flag state to report annually on their vessels that were active in the IOTC area. 
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On the Functions of the Compliance Committee 

37. The Commission adopted Resolution 10/09 Concerning the functions of the Compliance 

Committee (Appendix VIII). This Resolution strengthens the Compliance Committee as 

recommended by the Performance Review Panel in 2009. The Compliance Committee will 

now review annually the compliance of each CPC with the conservation and management 

measures adopted by the Commission, and in order to do that, two days will be devoted to the 

meeting of the Compliance Committee prior to the Session of the Commission.  

Concerning Market Related Measures 

38. The Commission adopted Resolution 10/10 Concerning Market Related Measures (Appendix 

VII I). This resolution is another tool to combat IUU fishing by establishing the possibility of 

adopting market-related measures in severe cases of non-compliance by CPCs and non-CPCs 

with conservation and management measures adopted by the Commission. The Resolution 

notes that market related measures should be taken in last resort after other means and 

discussion with the concerned parties are exhausted.  

On Port state measures to prevent, deter and eliminate illegal, unreported and unregulated 

fishing 

39. The Commission adopted Resolution 10/11 On port state measures to prevent, deter and 

eliminate illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing (Appendix VI II). In November 2009, a 

binding  agreement on Port State Measures was adopted by the FAO Council and is open for 

signature and ratification. This Resolution, which contains provisions very similar to those of 

the adopted FAO agreement, enables CPCs to implement these provisions at a much earlier 

time. 

40. Concerns were raised by some Members as the responsibilities for port inspection do not fall 

under their fisheries department, and therefore they will face difficulties in the implementation. 

Noting  that some Members have ports that are outside the IOTC area, the Resolution applies 

only to CPCs ports within the IOTC area of competence. 

 

OTHER CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT MEASURES 

41. The Commission received proposals for conservation and management measures on the topics 

below. 

Conservation and management of tropical tuna stocks in the IOTC area of competence 

42. The Commission adopted Resolution 10/01 For the conservation and management of tropical 

tunas stocks in the IOTC area of Competence (Appendix VIII). This Resolution establishes a 

closure of a defined area for purse-seine vessels from 1
st
 November to 1

st
 December and for 

longline vessels from 1
st
 February to 1

st
 March in order to reduce the fishing pressure on 

yellowfin and bigeye tunas as recommended by the Scientific Committee . The impacts of the 

closure area and periods shall be assessed by the Scientific Committee during its next meeting 

in 2010.  

43. The closure area is defined by the following coordinates: 

- 0° - 10° North 

- 40° - 60° East 

44. The Resolution also called for a technical committee to meet prior to the next Session to 

discuss allocation criteria and recommend an allocation quota system or any other relevant 

measures. The Resolution also mandates the implementation of a pilot project in order to 

assess the feasibility of near real-time reporting for CPCs, which might be required under a 

unallocated quota system. The Commission shall adopt in 2012 a quota system, or any other 

relevant measure for the conservation and management of yellowfin and bigeye tunas. 
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Mandatory Statistical Requirements For IOTC Members and Cooperating non-Contracting 

Parties (CPCs) 

45. The Commission adopted Resolution 10/02 On mandatory statistical requirements for IOTC 

Members and Cooperating non-Contracting Parties (CPCs) (Appendix VI II). This Resolution 

introduced minor amendments to Resolution 08/01 On mandatory statistical requirements for 

IOTC Members and Cooperating non-Contracting Parties (CPCs)  concerning  minimum 

levels of sampling for size data. 

Concerning the recording of catch by fishing vessels in the IOTC area 

46. The Commission adopted Resolution 10/03 Concerning the recording of catch by fishing 

vessels in the IOTC area (Appendix VII I). This resolution introduced amendments to 

Resolution 07/03 Concerning the recording of catch by fishing vessels in the IOTC area in 

order to record information on each FAD deployed by purse-seiners in their logbooks for 

consistency with paragraph 5c of Resolution 10/02 On mandatory statistical requirements for 

IOTC Members and Cooperating non-Contracting Parties (CPCs). 

On a Regional Observer Scheme 

47. The Commission adopted Resolution 10/04 On a Regional Observer Scheme (Appendix VI II). 

This Resolution introduced amendments to Resolution 09/04 On a Regional Observer Scheme 

to clarify issues related to its implementation in the context of artisanal fisheries. 

On Reducing the Incidental Bycatch of Seabirds in Longline Fisheries 

48. The Commission adopted Resolution 10/06 On reducing the incidental bycatch of seabirds in 

longline fisheries (Appendix VI II). This Resolution introduced amendments to Resolution 

08/03 On reducing the incidental bycatch of seabirds in longline fisheries in changing the limit 

of the area in which longline vessels have to implement mitigation measures from 30°S to 

25°S to better encompass the area of overlap between the distribution area of endangered 

species of seabirds and the longline fishing grounds. 

On the conservation of thresher sharks (family Alopiidae) caught in association with fisheries 

in the IOTC area of competence 

49. The Commission adopted Resolution 10/12 On the conservation of Thresher sharks (family 

Alopiidae) caught in association with fisheries in the IOTC area of competence (Appendix 

VII I). This Resolution prohibits the retention onboard, transhipment, landing, storing, selling 

or offering for sale any part or whole carcass of the three species of Thresher sharks (family 

Alopiidae) by all vessels on the IOTC record of authorized vessels. 

50. Australia expressed reservations and concerns regarding the application of the Resolution to 

recreational fisheries and indicated that they could not support the Resolution in its current 

form. 

51. As there was no consensus, the EU called for a vote on this resolution and Philippines and 

Kenya requested that the vote be conducted through a secret ballot according to the Rule IX  of 

the IOTC Rules of Procedure. At the time of the vote, seventeen Members were present and 

able to vote. The ballot was conducted according to the standard procedure of FAO with Mr. 

Raschad Al-Khafaji, FAO, nominated Election Officer and Mr. Geoffrey Nanyaro, Tanzania, 

designated to oversee the voting process. The results of the ballot was fourteen votes in favour 

of the Resolution and three against. 

52. The Commission noted the statement of Australia made after the adoption of the Resolution 

(Appendix X). 
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Implementation of a Ban On Discards Of Skipjack Tuna, Yellow Fin Tuna, Bigeye Tuna, And 

Non Targeted Species Caught By Purse Seiners 

53. The Commission adopted Recommendation 10/13 On the implementation of a ban on discards 

of skipjack tuna, yellowfin tuna, bigeye tuna, and non-targeted species caught by purse-seiners 

(Appendix VI II). This Recommendation requests that all CPCs encourage retention onboard 

the purse-seiners and landing of all skipjack, bigeye and yellowfin tuna as well as of all non-

targeted species. Although this proposal was originally intended to become a binding 

resolution, there was no consensus among Members to do so. 

On an IOTC Tropical Tunas ï Yellowfin, Bigeye And Skipjack - Catch Documentation 

Programme 

54. The Commission considered a proposal on a Catch Documentation Programme for tropical 

tuna, but no consensus could be reached on this issue. Several Members noted that this 

proposed Programme was different from the Programme that they have recently implemented 

to comply with the EU-IUU regulations (Council Regulation (EC) no.1005/2008), and 

applying  only to the three tropical tuna species, therefore creating difficulties and confusion in 

the CPCs currently exporting fish to the EU market. 

ANY OTHER MATTERS 

Piracy at sea 

55. The Commission recognized the severe impact of piracy acts on humanitarian, commercial and 

fishing vessels off the coast of Somalia and noted that the range of the attacks extended toward 

Kenya and Seychelles, with attacks being reported in their respective EEZ. 

56. The Commission therefore agreed to issue a new Statement on the issue of piracy (Appendix 

IX), calling once again on the international community to give all its support to ensure the 

safety of all fishing vessels and their crew in the region from acts of piracy. 

Indian Ocean Commission: Regional Fisheries Monitoring Plan for the South-

western Indian Ocean 

57. The Regional Fisheries Monitoring Plan for the South-Western Indian Ocean, funded at 80% 

by the EU and at 20% by the Indian Ocean Commission has for primary objective to fight IUU 

fishing in the EEZ of the five Members of the IOC, ie. Comoros, La Réunion (France), 

Madagascar, Mauritius and Seychelles. Its activities and first results were presented to the 

Commission which noted the good cooperation developed between the IOC and the IOTC 

regarding monitoring and surveillance issues. 

58. The IOC announced that a new project was going to start under the 10
th
 European 

Development Fund which will provide support in the region for enhancing the management of 

fisheries resources in the recipient countries. Some of the activities included implementation of 

better monitoring control and surveillance measures, such as port inspection schemes, and 

improved data collection procedures. The Commission welcomed this initiative, hoping that 

the tradition of active cooperation between the two organizations, established by the 

implementation of the Regional Tuna Tagging Programme in the Indian Ocean, will continue 

during the execution of these activities. 

Vandalism of oceanographic buoys 

59. The USA made an update on the point raised during the 13
th
 Session of the Commission on the 

vandalism and destruction of National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) data 

buoys in the Indian Ocean. This vandalism is resulting in a worldwide data loss of 10%, 

although for the Indian Ocean the loss reaches 50% of the data. Several fora recognized this 

growing problem in 2009 and a management and conservation measure was adopted by the 

Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission (WCPFC) to prohibit fishing around these 
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buoys. Taking into account the importance of the buoys for the correct operation of the 

Tsunami Warning System in the Indian Ocean, the USA called for CPCs to propose such a 

measure at the 15
th
 Session of the Commission in 2011. 

60. The Commission noted the concerns raised by the vandalism on oceanographic buoys in the 

Indian Ocean and reminded CPCs to encourage their fleets to avoid fishing around those 

devices. 

DATE AND PLACE OF THE THIRTEEN TH SESSION OF THE SCIENTIFIC 

COMMITTEE AND THE FIFTEENTH SESSION OF THE COMMISSION  

61. The Commission was unanimous in its thanks to the Republic of Korea for hosting the 14th 

Session and commended Korea on the warm welcome, the excellent facilities and the excellent 

organization. 

62. The Commission agreed that the 13
th
 Session of the Scientific Committee will take place in 

early December 2010 in Seychelles. 

63. Following an invitation from Vanuatu to host the 15
th
 Session of the Commission, it was 

agreed to investigate in cooperation with Vanuatu the possibility to organize the next Session 

in Port Villa the third week of March 2011 (date and location to be advise at a later stage). 

ADOPTION OF THE REPORT 

64. The Commission decided to adopt the report of the 14
th
 Session of the Indian Ocean Tuna 

Commission by correspondence. 
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APPENDIX II  

OPENING ADDRESS BY MR. HA 

VICE-M INISTER FOR FOOD, AGRICULTURE , FORESTRY AND FISHERIES OF THE 

REPUBLIC OF KOREA 

 

Honorable Chairman  ,  

Honorable Executive Secretary  , 

Distinguished Delegates, Observers,  

ladies and gentlemen, 

 

Good Morning and welcome to Busan for the 14th Session of the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission. 

It is my great honor to make an Opening Address at the 14th Session of the Indian Ocean Tuna 

Commission in this Busan city, the largest port and the hub of Fisheries industry in Korea. 

On behalf of the Korean government, I would like to extend my warmest welcome to the delegates, 

representatives of the tuna fishing industry and non-governmental organizations. 

I would like to convey a special appreciation to Executive Secretary   and his 

staff, who have made great efforts to prepare this meeting.  

 

Distinguished delegates, 

The Indian Ocean is special to Korea. It was the Indian Ocean that Korea caught 10 tons of tuna in 

1957 for the first time in Korean history. That opened a new chapter in Korean tuna fishery history.  

Since then, the Indian Ocean has been an important fishing ground for Korea. 

The total tuna catch reached around seventy thousand tons in mid 70s with 180 fishing vessels in the 

Indian Ocean. The Indian Ocean has greatly contributed to creating wealth as an important fishing 

ground for Korea. 

Nowadays, managing tuna resources sustainably are becoming the most important issue. Sustainability 

of tuna resources in the Indian Ocean is threatened by the increasing demands which in turn lead 

raising fishing effort and capacity of fleet in the Indian Ocean. 

To address this issue, 5 tuna RFMOs including the IOTC have worked together to ensure the long-

term conservation and sustainable use of tuna stocks.  

 

Distinguished delegates, 

People say that the ocean is our last rich repository of resources. It is no exaggeration to say that our 

future and prosperity depend on how we successfully manage the fisheries resources in the Ocean.  

Now is the time to gather our wisdom to find a best way to ensure the sustainable use of limited 

fisheries resources.  

Against this backdrop, the Korean government, as a responsible fishing nation, has made lots of efforts 

in the international framework to conserve the fisheries resources in many ways such as acceding to 

the United Nations Fish Stock Agreement and actively participating in various regional fisheries 

management organizations. 

Also, the Korean government has mapped out a comprehensive plan in an effort to develop value 

added, sustainable distant water fisheries in Korea. 

 

Distinguished Delegates, Observers and ladies and gentlemen, 
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We are here to contribute to long-term conservation and sustainable use of the tuna resources. The 

approach may vary according to the situation that each State faces. However, I am sure that we could 

narrow our differences through close consultation and compromise. I hope this meeting will serve as a 

milestone for future development of the IOTC with constructive outcomes. 

Lastly, Mr. Chairman, under your excellent guidance and leadership, I hope, we will have a fruitful 

results during this week.  

Once again, I would like to express my deepest gratitude to all of you for attending the 14th Session of 

the IOTC and wish you have a wonderful and pleasant stay in Busan. 

 

Thank you. 
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OPENING ADDRESS OF MR. PAYET  

CHAIRPERSON OF THE INDIAN OCEAN TUNA COMMISSION  

 

Honourable Vice Minister,  Ministry for Food, Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries. 

Mr. Alejandro Anganuzzi, Executive Secretary of IOTC 

Distinguished Guests,  

Distinguished Representatives of Members, 

Invited observers,  

Ladies and gentlemen; 

 

Let me wish you all a very good morning and welcome to the vibrant  city of Busan, Republic of 

Korea for the 14th Session of the Indian Tuna Ocean Commission.  

Firstly, on your behalf I would like to express our deepest thanks to the Government of the Republic 

of Korea for the kind hosting of this Commission meeting. The Government of Korea has provided us, 

in this exquisite location, excellent facilities for us to do our work. 

It is a great honour for me to be addressing you today on the occasion of the opening of the 14th 

Session of the IOTC.  

This 14th Session of the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission is again taking place against the backdrop of 

a series of international and regional fisheries concerns. The RMFOôs credibility is being questioned 

and is of concern to me as your chair. I must however, say that we fall short of what needs to be 

achieved in this organisation, notwithstanding our past achievements.   

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, we have indeed a very difficult task ahead of us. We urgently need to take 

decisions consistent with the advice of the Scientific Committee and we must not let the Commission 

be a breeding ground for mediocrity. We need to make a difference and ensure that we take decisions 

in support of sustainable use, conservation and management of the Indian Ocean tuna resources.  

I would like reiterate some of the points I made at the last meeting and to remind you of the tasks 

ahead of us. 

¶ We do not have long-term fishing limits ï such as quotas, catch limits or fishing effort 

measures in place consistent with the best scientific advise; 

¶ Our compliance record is very low; 

¶ Reporting is extremely low in certain fisheries; 

¶ Inadequate measures and resources to tackle the IUU activities which is diminishing the 

effectiveness of this organisation; 

¶ Members need to become accountable for their activities under this organisation. 

¶ Fishing Capacity ï we don't really know what level of fishing capacity in the Indian Ocean. 

 

I would like to welcome the NGOôs, that have a keen interest in this organisation and playing a greater 

role in ensuring the effectiveness of this organisation. I would also like to call upon them and all of our 

partners to join hands with us in assisting the coastal states in the Indian Ocean to meet their 

obligations under this organisation otherwise we will fail again and again.  

 

Finally let me thank Mr. Alejandro Anganuzzi and all his staff for past year's work, which is 

commendable.  
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I look forward to working with all of you in an evenhanded and fair manner to achieve the desired 

results. I am counting on the chairpersons of the Compliance and the Standing Committee on Finance 

and Administration to move forward on the different issues.  

 

Thank you and enjoy yourself in beautiful Busan. We cannot be in any better location to do our work. 
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APPENDIX III  

AGENDA OF THE 14
TH

 SESSION OF THE IOTC  

 

1. OPENING OF THE SESSION 

2. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA AND ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE SESSION  

3. ADMISSION OF OBSERVERS 

4. REPORT OF THE 12
TH

 SESSION OF THE SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE 

5. REPORT OF THE COMPLIANCE COMMITTEE 

6. REPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATION AND FINANCE 

7. CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT MEASURES ARISING FROM THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF 

THE PERFORMANCE REVIEW PANEL REPORT 

8. OTHER CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT MEASURES 

9. ANY OTHER MATTERS 

10. DATE AND PLACE OF THE 13
TH

 SESSION OF THE SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE AND THE 15
TH

 SESSION 

OF THE COMMISSION  

11. ADOPTION OF THE REPORT 
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APPENDIX IV  

L IST OF DOCUMENTS 

 

Reference / Référence Title / Titre  
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IOTC-2010-S14-01 [E] Draft agenda of the Commission ï 14th Session (01 March, 2010) 

[F] Ordre du jour provisoire de la commission ï 14e Session (01 mars 2010) 

IOTC-2010-S14-02 [E + F] List of documents / Liste des documents 

IOTC-2010-S14-03 [E + F] List of participants / Liste des participants 

IOTC-2010-S14-04 [E] Estimating the fishing capacity of the tuna fleets in the Indian Ocean 

[F] Estimation de la Capacité de pêche des flottes thonières dans lôOc®an Indien 

IOTC-2010-S14-05 [E] Proposal for a Statement of IOTC on piracy in the western part of the IOTC 

area of competence 

[F] Proposition de déclaration de la CTOI sur la piraterie dans la zone de 

compétence de la CTOI. 

IOTC-2010-S14-06 [E] Framework for the Development Observer Manuals, Reporting Templates and 

Training Programmes for the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (with comments 

from Japan and Birdlife International) 

[F] Programme pour le développement de manuels, modèles de rapports et 

formations destin®s aux observateurs de la Commission des Thons de lôOc®an 

Indien (avec des Commentaires du Japon et de Birdlife International) 

IOTC-2010-S14-Inf01 [E] Information to the Participants to the 14
th
 Session of the Indian Ocean Tuna 

Commission: Regional Fisheries Monitoring Plan for the South-western Indian 

Ocean. 

[F] Note dôInformation aux participants ¨ la 14
ième

 Session de la Commission des 

Thons de lôOc®an Indien : Le Plan régional de surveillance des pêches dans le Sud 

Ouest de lôOc®an indien 

IOTC-2010-S14-Inf02 [E] Update on Vandalism/Negligent Destruction of Moored Data Buoys and 

Actions by the International Community 

IOTC-2009-SC-R [E] Report of the Twelfth Session of the Scientific Committee 

[F] Rapport de la douzième Session du Comité Scientifique 

Compliance Committee / Comit® dôApplication 

IOTC-2010-S14-CoC01 [E] Draft agenda of the compliance committee (04 February 2010) 

[F] Ordre du jour provisoire du comit® dôapplication (04 f®vrier 2010) 

IOTC-2010-S14-CoC02 [E] Application for cooperating non-contracting party status :South Africa 

[F] Candidature au statut de partie coopérante non contractante : Afrique Du Sud 

IOTC-2010-S14-CoC02-

Add1 

[E] Application for cooperating non-contracting party status :South Africa ï 

Addendum 1 

[F] Candidature au statut de partie coopérante non contractante : Afrique du Sud  ï 

Addendum 1 

IOTC-2010-S14-CoC03 [E] Application for cooperating non-contracting party status :Senegal 

[F] Candidature au statut de partie coopérante non contractante : Sénégal 

IOTC-2010-S14-CoC03-

add1 

[E] Report on CNCP Senegal (Addendum_CoC03). 

[F] Rapport de la PCNC Sénégal (Addendum_CoC03) 
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Reference / Référence Title / Titre  

IOTC-2010-S14-CoC04 [E] National reports on the progress of implementation of conservation and 

management measures : United Kingdom 

[F] Rapports nationaux sur lôapplication des mesures de conservation et de 

gestion : Royaume Uni 

IOTC-2010-S14-CoC05, 

rev1 

[E] National reports on the progress of implementation of conservation and 

management measures : Korea 

[F] Rapports nationaux sur lôapplication des mesures de conservation et de 

gestion : Corée 

IOTC-2010-S14-CoC06 [E] National reports on the progress of implementation of conservation and 

management measures :European Community  

[F] Rapport national sur lôapplication des mesures de conservation et de gestion : 

Communauté Européenne 

IOTC-2010-S14-CoC07, 

rev1, rev2 

[E] Report on the progress and implementation of VMS programmes. Prepared by 

IOTC Secretariat 

[F] Rapport sur la mise en place et lôavancement des programmes de SSN. Pr®par® 

par le Secretariat de la CTOI 

IOTC-2010-S14-CoC08, 

rev3 

[E] Report on the IOTC bigeye statistical document record. Prepared by the IOTC 

Secretariat 

[F] Rapport sur le registre des documents statistiques sur le patudo. Préparé par le 

Secretariat de la CTOI 

IOTC-2010-S14-CoC09 [E] Landings by foreign vessels in the ports of CPCs. Prepared by the IOTC 

Secretariat 

[F] Débarquements par des navires étrangers dans les ports des CPC. Préparé par 

le Secretariat de la CTOI 

IOTC-2010-S14-CoC10 [E] Report on establishing a programme for transhipment by large-scale fishing 

vessels. Prepared by the IOTC Secretariat 

[F] Rapport sur la mise en place dôun programme sur les transbordements par les 

grands navires de pêche. Préparé par le Secretariat de la CTOI 

IOTC-2010-S14-CoC10-

add1 

[E] Review of the IOTC Regional Observer Programme. 

[F] Revue du Programme dôobservateurs de la CTOI. 

IOTC-2010-S14-CoC11, 

rev2 
[E] Report on the IOTC Fisheries statistics record. Prepared by the IOTC 

Secretariat. 

[F] Rapport sur le registre CTOI des statistiques des pêches. Préparé par le 

Secretariat de la CTOI 

IOTC-2010-S14-CoC12, 

rev1 

[E] Report on the IOTC record of authorised vessels. Prepared by IOTC 

Secretariat 

[F] Rapport sur le registre CTOI des navires autorisés à pêcher. Préparé par le 

Secretariat de la CTOI 

IOTC-2010-S14-CoC13 [E] Concerning the IOTC IUU vessels list. Prepared by the IOTC Secretariat 

[F] ê Propos de la liste des navires INN de la Commission des Thons de lôOc®an 

Indien. Préparé par le Secretariat de la CTOI 

IOTC-2010-S14-CoC13-

add1, rev1, rev2 

[E] Complementary Elements for Discussion Under CoC Agenda Item 5 

(Addendum_CoC13) 

[F] £l®ments compl®mentaires de discussion sous le point 5 de lôordre du jour du 

CoC (Addendum_CoC13) 

IOTC-2010-S14-CoC13-

add2, rev1 

[E] Concerning the level of illegal fishing activities reported by the United 

Kingdom on behalf of its Indian Ocean territories (Addendum_CoC13) 

[F] A propos du niveau dôactivit® de p°che ill®gale signal® par le Royaume-Uni au 

nom de ses territoires dans lôOc®an Indien (Addendum_CoC13) 



Report of the Fourteenth Session of the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission 

Page 34 

Reference / Référence Title / Titre  

IOTC-2010-S14-CoC14, 

rev1 

[E] Annual report of implementation to IOTC (Belize) 

[F] Rapport annuel dôimpl®mentation (Belize) 

IOTC-2010-S14-CoC15, 

rev1 

[E] Report on the IOTC record of active vessels 

[F] Rapport sur le registre CTOI des navires en activité 

IOTC-2010-S14-CoC16 [E] Implementation report (Comoros) 

[F] Rapport dôimpl®mentation (Comores) 

IOTC-2010-S14-CoC17, 

rev1, rev2 

[E] On the limitation of fishing capacity and fleet development plans 

[F] Limitation de la capacité de pêche et plans de développement des flottes 

IOTC-2010-S14-CoC17-

add1 

[E] Fleet development plans 

[F] Plan de développement des flottes 

IOTC-2010-S14-CoC18 [E] National reports on the progress of implementation of conservation and 

management measures : Japan 

[F] Rapport national sur lôapplication des mesures de conservation et de gestion : 

Japan 

IOTC-2010-S14-CoC19 [E] Chinese Tuna Longline Fishery in the Indian Ocean in 2008 

[F] Pêcherie chinoise de palangriers thoniers dans lôoc®an Indien en 2008 

IOTC-2010-S14-CoC19-

add1 

[E] Implementation report (China) 

[F] Rapport dôimpl®mentation (Chine) 

IOTC-2010-S14-CoC20 [E] Application for cooperating non-contracting party status :Maldives 

[F] Candidature au statut de partie coopérante non contractante : Maldives 

IOTC-2010-S14-CoC21 [E] Implementation report (Philippines) 

[F] Rapport dôimpl®mentation (Philippines) 

IOTC-2010-S14-CoC22 [E] Implementation report (Mauritius) 

[F] Rapport dôimpl®mentation (Mauritius) 

IOTC-2010-S14-CoC23 [E] Application for cooperating non-contracting party status :Uruguay 

[F] Candidature au statut de partie coopérante non contractante : Uruguay 

IOTC-2010-S14-CoC24, 

rev1 

[E] National reports on the progress of implementation of conservation and 

management measures : Australia 

[F] Rapport national sur lôapplication des mesures de conservation et de gestion : 

Australie 

IOTC-2010-S14-CoC25 [E] Implementation report (France - Territories) 

[F] Rapport dôimpl®mentation (France - Territoires) 

IOTC-2010-S14-CoC26 [E] Implementation report (Seychelles) 

[F] Rapport dôimpl®mentation (Seychelles) 

IOTC-2010-S14-CoC27 [E] Indonesia National Report to the IOTC 

[F] Rapport annuel de lôIndon®sie ¨ la CTOI 

IOTC-2010-S14-CoC28 [E] South Africa implementation report 

[F] Rapport dôapplication de lôAfrique du sud 

Standing Committee Administration and Finance / Comit® Permanent dôAdministration et des Finances 

IOTC-2010-S14-SCAF01 [E] Provisional agenda of the standing committee on administration and finance 

(04 February 2010) 

[F] Ordre du jour provisoire du comit® permanent dôadministration et des finances 

(04 février 2010) 
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Reference / Référence Title / Titre  

IOTC-2010-S14-SCAF02, 

rev1 

[E] Programme of work and budget .Submitted by IOTC Secretariat 

[F] Programme de travail et budget .Soumis par le Secretariat de la CTOI 

IOTC-2010-S14-SCAF03 [E] Financial report. Prepared by the IOTC Secretariat 

[F] Bilan Financier. Préparé par le secrétariat de la CTOI 

IOTC-2010-S14-SCAF04 [E] Progress report of the secretariat 

[F] Rapport dôactivit® du secr®tariat 

Proposals  

IOTC-2010-S14-

PropA_Rev1,B_rev1,C_Rev2 

 

A, B & C ADOPTED 

[E] Three proposal of Amendements to existing Resolutions  

[F] Trois propositions dôamendements à des résolutions existantes 

 PropA[E] Amendment to Resolution 07/03 Concerning the recording of 

catch by fishing vessels in the  IOTC area. 

 PropA[F] Amendement à la Résolution 07/03 Concernant 

 lôenregistrement des captures par les navires de p°che dans la zone de 

 compétence de la CTOI 

 PropB[E] Amendment to Resolution 08/01 Mandatory statistical 

 requirements for IOTC members and cooperating non-contracting 

 parties (CPCs) 

 PropB[F] Amendement à la Résolution 08/01 Sur les Statistiques 

 exigibles des membres et parties coopérantes non contractantes de la 

 CTOI 

 PropB[E] Amendment to Resolution 09/04 On a Regional observer 

 scheme 

 PropC[F] Amendement à la Résolution 09/04 Concernant le programme 

 régional dôobservateurs 

IOTC-2010-S14-PropD, rev1 

 

ADOPTED 

[E] On establishment of a scientific meeting participation fund for developing state 

members. Submitted by the European Union. 

[F] Sur la mise en place dôun fonds de participation aux r®unions scientifiques 

pour les ®tats membres en d®veloppement. Soumis par lôUnion Europ®enne. 

IOTC-2010-S14-PropE, rev1 [E] On the conservation of thresher sharks (family Alopiidæ) and of hammerhead 

sharks (family Sphyrnidæ) caught in association with fisheries in the IOTC 

agreement area. 

[F] Sur la conservation des requins renards (famille des Alopiidæ) et des requins 

marteaux (famille des Sphyrnidæ) captures par les pêcheries dans la zone de 

compétence de la CTOI 

IOTC-2010-S14-PropF, rev2 

ADOPTED 

[E] Concerning the functions of compliance committee 

[F] Concernant les fonctions du comit® dôapplication 

IOTC-2010-S14-PropG, rev1 

ADOPTED 

[E] Concerning trade related measures 

[F] Concernant des mesures relatives au commerce 

IOTC-2010-S14-PropH, rev3 

ADOPTED 

[E] On port state measures to prevent, deter and eliminate illegal, unreported and 

unregulated fishing 

[F] Sur des mesures du ressort de lô®tat du port visant ¨ pr®venir, contrecarrer et 

éliminer la pêche illicite, non déclarée et non réglementée 

IOTC-2010-S14-PropI 

REJECTED 

[E] On an IOTC tropical tunas ï yellowfin, bigeye and skipjack - catch 

documentation programme 

[F] Concernant un programme CTOI de documentation des captures de thons 

tropicaux ïalbacore, patudo et listao 
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Reference / Référence Title / Titre  

IOTC-2010-S14-PropJ, rev3 

ADOPTED 

[E] For the conservation and management of tropical tunas stocks in the IOTC area 

of competence 

[F] Pour la conservation et la gestion des stocks de thons tropicaux dans la zone de 

compétence de la CTOI 

IOTC-2010-S14-PropK, rev3 

 

ADOPTED 

[E] Amending Resolution 08/03 on reducing the incidental bycatch of seabirds in 

longline fisheries 

[F] Amendement de la Résolution 08/03 sur la réduction des captures accidentelles 

dôoiseaux de mer dans les p°cheries palangri¯res 

IOTC-2010-S14-PropL, rev1 

merged with J 

[E] For the conservation and management of the yellowfin tuna and bigeye tuna 

stocks in the IOTC area of competence 

[F] Sur la conservation et la gestion des stocks dôalbacore et de patudo dans la 

zone de compétence de la CTOI 

IOTC-2010-S14-PropM, rev3 

ADOPTED 

[E] On the implementation of a ban on discards of skipjack tuna, yellow fin tuna, 

bigeye tuna, and non targeted species caught by purse seiners 

[F] Sur la mise en place dôune interdiction des rejets des listaos, des albacores, des 

patudos et des espèces non cibles capturés par les senneurs 

IOTC-2010-S14-PropN, rev1 

ADOPTED 

[E] Concerning a record of licensed foreign vessels fishing for tunas and swordfish 

in the IOTC area 

[F] Sur un registre des navires ®trangers autoris®s p°chant les thons et lôespadon 

dans la zone de compétence de la CTOI 

IOTC-2010-S14-PropO, rev1 

ADOPTED 

[E] Concerning a record of active vessels fishing for tunas and swordfish in the 

IOTC area 

[F] Sur un registre des navires en activit® p°chant les thons et lôespadon dans la 

zone de compétence de la CTOI 
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APPENDIX V 

REPORT OF THE SEVENTH SESSION OF THE COMPLIANCE COMMITTEE  

 

1) OPENING OF THE SESSION 

1. The Seventh Session of the Compliance Committee of the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission was held 

during the 14
th
 Session of the Commission. The Committee elected Mr Roberto Cesari (EU) as Chairman 

for the next biennium. 

2) ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 

2. The Compliance Committee adopted the Agenda as presented in Annex I to this report. The documents 

before the Committee are listed in Appendix to the main report. 

3) NATIONAL REPORTS ON THE PROGRESS OF IMPLEMENT ATION OF CONSERVATIO N AND 

MANAGEMENT MEASURES  

3. The Committee noted the national reports provided by Australia, Belize, China, European Union, France 

Territories, Indonesia, Japan, Republic of Korea, Mauritius, Philippines, Seychelles, South Africa and the 

United Kingdom (OT). 

4. The Committee thanked the Secretariat for preparing the national report template, noting that, in spite of 

this, the number of reports presented is still very low. It was noted that only six out of the thirteen CPC 

referred to above had presented reports before the deadline. Several members indicated that they had had 

difficulties to complete the template in time, due to the limited time available since the release of the 

template by the Secretariat.  

5. The Committee requested that those CPC who have not submitted their national report should do so as 

soon as possible and that the Secretariat should follow-up with the CPC which have not submitted their 

report. 

6. The Committee stressed the need for all IOTC CPC to present reports, in particular those CPC that 

cannot send delegates to the IOTC Session. The Committee emphasized the importance of the national 

reports and reminded Members of their obligation under Art X.2 of the IOTC Agreement to provide them 

no later than 60 days before the Session.   

4) STATUS OF THE APPLICA TION OF IOTC  CONSERVATION AND MAN AGEMENT MEASURES  

Review of compliance with IOTC Resolution 08/01 on mandatory fisheries statistics requirements for IOTC 

members 

7. The Secretariat presented document IOTC-2010-S14-CoC11-Rev2 describing the status of reporting of 

statistical data by CPCs and non-CPCs for the year 2008. 

8. The Committee reiterated its concern that many data sets received from Members were incomplete, in 

particular catch-and-effort and size frequency data. The Committee urged all CPCs to take the necessary 

steps to meet IOTC fisheries data requirements.  

9. The EU informed that information concerning the number of Fish Aggregating Devices used by EU 

fleets is being compiled and will be reported during the intersessional period to the Secretariat.  

10. Indonesia and Maldives informed that they have implemented the IOTC logbook on vessels under their 

flag and will be reporting catch-and-effort data as per IOTC standards in the early future.  

11. Japan indicated that they will provide size frequency data for their fleets under the Regional Observer 

Scheme which will start on 1
st
 July 2010 and the UK that it will provide data for its recreational fishery.  

Review of compliance with Resolution 07/02 on the IOTC record of authorised vessels 

12. The Secretariat presented document IOTC-2010-S14-CoC12-Rev1 describing the status of reporting by 

CPCs in accordance with IOTC Resolution 07/02 Concerning the establishment of an IOTC record of 

vessels authorised to operate in the IOTC area.  
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13. The Committee expressed concern about reports from third parties including several vessels from IOTC 

CPC, in particular Pakistan and Sri Lanka, presumed to have fished illegally for IOTC species within the 

EEZ of such parties, noting that none of these CPC have Authorized vessels under their flag to operate 

within the IOTC Area of Competence. 

14. The Committee noted that many authorized vessel records do not contain the time period that the vessels 

are authorized for fishing or transhipping, as required in Resolution 07/02, and called on CPC to make a 

special effort to provide this information as soon as possible. 

15. The Committee also reiterated the importance of reporting vessel volume as Gross Tonnage (GT) instead 

of GRT, as GT is the standard measurement of vessel volume, in accordance with Resolution 07/02. 

16. The Committee noted that some parties have consistently failed to report information concerning the 

length overall of some of their authorized vessels urging these parties to complete this information as 

soon as possible.  

17. Indonesia informed the Committee that, at present, there is no obligation for vessels registered in 

Indonesia to provide length overall measurement as the current Regulation requires that GT is reported. 

Indonesia indicated that it has implemented a vessel marking programme and will consider collecting 

and reporting this information in the future. 

18. The Committee noted that some parties have been authorizing vessels that are not likely to operate 

outside the EEZ, due to their small size. The Committee requested that CPC make every possible effort 

to authorize vessels under their flag as per the standards specified in IOTC Resolution 07/02.      

Review of compliance with IOTC Resolution 07/04 on the IOTC list of active vessels  

19. The Secretariat presented document IOTC-2010-S14-CoC15-Rev1 on the status of reporting by CPC and 

non-CPC, in accordance with IOTC Resolution 07/04 (previously 05/04 and 98/04) Concerning 

registration and exchange of information on vessels fishing for tunas and swordfish in the IOTC Area. 

20. The Committee expressed its concern that some members have not provided all the data required for this 

Resolution for the years 2006 through 2008, and noted that unless these data are provided, the 

Commission will be unable to meet the objectives of Resolution 09/02 concerning the limitation of 

fishing capacity for vessels targeting tropical tunas, and swordfish and albacore. 

21. China informed the Committee that it will provide detailed information on its actives vessels in 2008 

soon.  

22. Tanzania informed the Committee that it will report its list of active vessels soon. 

23. India informed the Committee that it had not licensed any foreign vessels to operate in India during 

2008. 

24. Indonesia informed that it had reported data on active vessels in 2010 and will complete this information 

for previous years soon.  

25. Vanuatu indicated that it had no vessels fishing for IOTC species in the Indian Ocean.  

26. The Committee noted that at present it is not possible to determine the levels of activity of vessels in the 

IOTC List of Active vessels during a particular year as this information is not requested in the 

Resolution. The Committee recommended that the Commission considers amending IOTC Resolution 

07/04 to incorporate the period of activity of each vessel active during the year concerned.  

27. The Committee expressed great concern about the low levels of compliance of some CPC, including 

non-presentation of national reports and non-reporting of authorized and active vessels by some parties, 

recommending that the Commission considers addressing a letter to the countries involved urging them 

to provide the information required within the shortest time possible. 
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Review of compliance with IOTC Resolution 09/02 on the limitation of fishing capacity and fleet 

development plans 

28. The Secretariat presented document IOTC-2010-S14-CoC17-rev2 describing the status of reporting by 

CPC in accordance with IOTC Resolution 09/02.  

29. The Committee noted that only five CPC had provided lists of active vessels or fleet development plans 

as requested by this Resolution. The Committee stressed the need for this information to be complete for 

the Commission to be able to assess the levels of activity of vessels in the Indian Ocean and fleet 

development plans from developing coastal countries and territories, urging all CPC concerned to report 

this information before the next meeting of the Compliance Committee.  

30. Australia informed that it had implemented a new fleet management plan that incorporates provisions to 

limit the number of its vessels active in the Indian Ocean, in agreement with IOTC Resolution 09/02. 

Australia informed that it will submit the fleet management plan to the IOTC Secretariat soon.   

31. India informed that it is currently preparing its fleet development plan and will make it available within 

the next three months.  

32. Madagascar informed that they will submit its fleet development plan soon. 

33. Indonesia and Thailand informed that they will submit their fleet development plans within 3 month. 

34. Mauritius and Seychelles informed that it will update its fleet development plan soon.  

35. South Africa informed that it is having difficulties to incorporate vessels according to the timeline 

specified in its fleet development plan, indicating that it intends to incorporate these vessels in the future. 

36. Maldives informed that it is considering to restructure its fishing fleet and will submit a fleet 

development plan if the Commission grant Maldives Cooperating Non-Contracting Party status. 

37. The Committee considered an application from Belize to authorize a purse seiner under its flag to fish 

within the IOTC Area. It was noted that, at present, Belize cannot increase the number of its active 

vessels targeting tropical tunas, or total GT for those vessels, beyond the level of active vessels in 2006, 

as specified in IOTC Resolution 09/02. The Committee invited Belize to incorporate this vessel provided 

that its addition does not represent an increase to the total GRT (1235) for Belize in 2006. 

38. The Committee recommended that the Commission consider: 

¶ To set up a deadline for all CPC concerned to submit their lists of active vessels and fleet development 

plans.  

¶ To request that all CPC having fleet development plans submit information concerning the total GT, 

fishing gear and target species for the vessels that they plan to incorporate into their fisheries. 

¶ To instruct the IOTC Secretariat to assess changes in capacity for IOTC CPC having active vessels in 

the IOTC Area, in particular those CPC having implemented schemes to reduce their fishing capacity 

in the Indian Ocean. 

¶ To request that all CPC provide information on the actual implementation of their fleet development 

plan in the past. 

39. The committee requested additional information on the level of reporting with regards to the reference 

capacity for tropical tunas (2006) and albacore and swordfish (2007), and the level of implementation for 

those CPC which have previously presented fleet development plans to the commission.  Following 

consultations with the concerned CPC, the secretariat produced table 1, which is presented in Appendix 

III.  Australia and South Africa informed the Secretariat that they will require additional time to confirm 

the reference capacities of their vessels that have fished for tropical tunas and/or for albacore and 

swordfish.  Indonesia, Mauritius, Seychelles and South Africa also requested additional time for them to 

confirm the timeline for implementation of their fleet development plan or to provide revised or new 

fleet development plans. India, Kenya, Madagascar and Tanzania informed that they will be submitting 

their fleet development plans soon. 
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Review of compliance with IOTC Resolution 05/03 on port inspections 

40. The Secretariat presented document IOTC-2010-S14-CoC09 describing the status of reporting by CPC in 

accordance with IOTC Resolution 05/03 Relating to the establishment of an IOTC programme of 

inspection in port.  

41. The Committee thanked Mauritius, Seychelles and South Africa for submitting lists of foreign vessels 

unloading catches of IOTC species in their ports. The Committee reiterated its concern about the overall 

lack of reporting by CPC receiving foreign vessels in their ports. 

42. Thailand indicating that it is compiling lists of foreign vessels that unloaded catches in ports within its 

territory during 2008 and will submit this information soon. 

43. The Committee noted the activities of vessels from non-IOTC CPC in ports of IOTC CPC, instructing 

the Secretariat to work with the CPC concerned in order to obtain more information about the activities 

of such vessels and report the results of this work to the next Session of the Compliance Committee.  

Review of compliance with IOTC Resolution 01/06 concerning the IOTC bigeye tuna statistical document 

programme  

44. The Secretariat presented document IOTC-2010-S14-CoC08-Rev3, describing the status of reporting by 

CPC in accordance with IOTC Resolution 01/06 concerning the IOTC bigeye tuna statistical document 

programme.  

45. The Committee noted that only four CPC have reported imports of bigeye tuna into their territory urging 

other parties concerned to report the information requested as soon as possible. 

46. The Committee noted that according to FAO records Malaysia, Oman and Sri Lanka had imported 

bigeye tuna products from the Indian Ocean in 2008 but none of these countries had submitted 

information concerning Resolution 01/06.  

47. Oman indicated that it will investigate this issue and report back on its findings after the IOTC Session.   

48. The Committee requested that the IOTC Secretariat contact Malaysia and Sri Lanka in order to inform 

them about this issue, urging these countries to join the programme as soon as possible. 

49. China informed that its administration has devoted a considerable amount of time and resources to 

establishing statistical document programmes for bigeye tuna, swordfish and southern bluefin tuna, 

indicating that China might be able to submit the complete information requested from July 2010. 

50. India informed that it had not imported bigeye tuna products into its territory during 2008.       

Review of compliance with IOTC Resolution 06/03 concerning the vessel monitoring programme  

51. The Secretariat presented document IOTC-2010-S14-CoC07-Rev2 describing the status of reporting by 

CPC in accordance with IOTC Resolution 06/03 on establishing a vessel monitoring programme. 

52. The Committee expressed concern that, despite the Secretariatôs effort in providing a VMS reporting 

template, only a few CPC have reported information on their VMS system. 

53. The Committee noted that some of the CPC that had not reported information on their VMS systems to 

the IOTC had reported this information to the FAO. The Committee urged all CPC that had not presented 

reports on their VMS systems to the IOTC to do so as soon as possible. 

54. The Committee expressed concern that it had received information from IOTC CPC including evidence 

of fishing activities of vessels from Sri Lanka and Pakistan outside their respective EEZ. It was noted 

that Pakistan and Sri Lanka have not authorized any of their vessels to operate in the IOTC Area and 

have not implemented VMS on their fleets. The Committee requested the Secretariat to contact Pakistan 

and Sri Lanka in order to clarify this issue and report the results of this work at the next session of the 

Compliance Committee.  

55. In addition, the Committee noted that five CPC that have vessels in the IOTC Record of Authorized 

Vessels have not submitted VMS reports, namely Kenya, Guinea, Iran, Philippines and Thailand.  

56. Kenya indicated that it is implementing a VMS system at present. 
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57. Philippines informed that it has implemented a VMS system on vessels under its flag operating in the 

Pacific Ocean, noting that this system had been extended to cover its vessels in the Indian Ocean.    

58. Thailand informed that it had implemented a Vessel Monitoring system to cover its purse seine fleet. It 

indicated that it receives daily reports from longliners under its flag that include the GPS location. 

Thailand informed that it is currently drafting a new Regulation that will make compulsory the use of 

VMS systems, in agreement with IOTC requirements.  

59. Indonesia informed that, according to national regulation, it has made compulsory for all fishing vessels 

greater than 60GT to have a VMS, while implementation of a VMS for fishing vessels between 30 and 

60GT is supported by the Government. .  

60. South Africa indicated that, since 1998, the use of VMS is mandatory for all vessels under its flag and for 

all foreign vessels operating under charter agreement. 

61. The Committee reminded CPC that the use of VMS is mandatory for all vessels in the IOTC Record of 

Authorized vessels that are greater than 15 m length overall, urging all CPC that have not implemented 

VMS to do so within the shortest delay possible. 

Review of compliance with IOTC Resolution 08/02 on establishing a programme for transhipment by large-

scale fishing vessels  

62. The Secretariat presented document IOTC-2010-S14-CoC10-Rev1 informing the Committee on the 

implementation of the programme as well as details of the transhipments undertaken to date. 

63. The Committee expressed concern about information provided by observers under the IOTC Scheme 

indicating that vessels from Indonesia, Kenya and Oman had been involved in transhipment operations 

during 2009, noting that none of these CPC participates in the IOTC transhipment programme.  

64. Indonesia informed that it has not received reports from the companies involved in transhipment 

operations indicating that it will pursue this matter and inform the IOTC Secretariat as soon as it receives 

information from the companies concerned. 

65. Kenya indicated that it has taken steps to address this issue and will inform the IOTC Secretariat about 

its decision soon. 

66. Oman informed about its plans to participate fully in the IOTC Transhipment Programme as soon as the 

administrative procedures initiated by the government of Oman are finalized.  

67. Thailand noted that piracy threats in the Western Indian Ocean have been precluding its fleet of purse 

seiners from unloading catches in ports in this region, requesting that the Committee considers granting 

Thailand a temporary derogation on the ban on transhipments to purse seine vessels under its flag.  

68. The Committee agreed to grant Thailand derogation on the ban of transhipments for its purse seine 

vessels until the next meeting of the Compliance Committee on the condition that all carrier vessels 

receiving catches at-sea from Thai purse seiners are monitored through observers under the framework of 

the IOTC transhipment programme. Notwithstanding this, the Committee noted that other CPC having 

purse seine vessels in the Indian Ocean should refrain from using the same approach for their fleets.  

69. The Committee noted that, according to information reported by observers, some of the vessels inspected 

were not authorized to operate in the Indian Ocean by the flag states concerned, requesting that the 

Secretariat compiles this information and reports it to the Commission.  

70. In addition, South Africa noted that information provided by observers concerning the weight of shark 

fins and total weight of sharks retained on board confirmed the difficulties that CPC have to assess 

implementation of the 5% fin-to-weight ratio measure. South Africa reiterated the need for the 

Commission to consider amending IOTC Resolution 05/05 to accommodate its concerns. 

71. France Drew the attention of CPCs on point 7.3 of document IOTC-2010-S14-CoC10-Add1 « Waste 

disposal ». It shares the opinion expressed in this document about the need for a study on waste disposal, 

in particular on their impact on tuna and tuna-like species. 
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5) IOTC  IUU  VESSELS LIST 

Deliberations in relation to Resolution 09/03 On establishing a list of vessels presumed to have carried out 

illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing in the IOTC area. 

 Parsian Shila 

72. The Secretariat presented document IOTC-2010-S14-CoC13 including the nomination of the purse seiner 

Parsian Shila, from the Islamic Republic of Iran, for the IOTC IUU vessel list. 

73. Seychelles informed that this vessel requested entry in Port Victoria in June 2009. Seychelles indicated 

that, at the time of its entry in port, the vessel was not Authorized to fish for IOTC species in the IOTC 

Area. Seychelles indicated that, upon inspection of the Parsian Shila in port, tuna was found onboard and 

the logbooks inspected provided evidence that such tuna had been caught in the Indian Ocean, which 

constitutes evidence of IUU activities. Seychelles noted that it informed the government of Iran and the 

IOTC Secretariat about the results of the inspection and presumed IUU activities of the vessel Parsian 

Shila in the IOTC Area, indicating that it did not receive any reply from Iran about this issue. 

74. The Committee agreed that the evidence presented by Seychelles constitute proof of presumed IUU 

activities, regretting the fact that no delegates from Iran were present at the meeting. The Committee 

recommended that the Commission consider listing the vessel Parsian Shila in the IOTC IUU List.   

Rwad 1 

75. UK presented information for the nomination of the longliner Rwad 1, from the Sultanate of Oman, for 

the IOTC IUU vessel list. 

76. UK indicated that, in September 2009, it had received an innocent passage report from this vessel on its 

passage through the BIOT, stating that the vessel had IOTC species onboard. The UK noted that the 

vessel was not registered in the IOTC Record of Authorized vessels. The UK noted that it informed the 

government of Oman about the referred facts in September 2009. In December 2009 the government of 

Oman informed the UK that the fish onboard the vessel Rwad 1 had not been caught in the BIOT but 

failed to report evidence about the origin of the fish. The UK noted that Oman had authorized the vessel 

Rwad 1 to operate in the Indian Ocean at a later time and that such vessel is now in the IOTC record of 

authorized vessels. 

77. Oman informed that the company Marine 88 had requested registration in Oman of the vessel Rwad 1 

through the Ministry of Transportation. It noted that the vessel called to port in Oman before its passage 

through BIOT and was inspected by Oman authorities. The inspectors notified that, although the vessel 

had IOTC species onboard, its skipper failed to provide evidence on the origin of the fish inspected. 

Oman indicated that, in light of this facts, the Ministry of Fish Wealth of Oman denied the request from 

the vessel to unload catches in port. Subsequently, the vessel left port and sailed to Singapore to drydock, 

sailing through BIOT waters on its way, where the transiting report was sent to the UK. Oman indicated 

that it had authorized this vessel to operate in the IOTC Area at a later time.  

78. Oman apologized for its late reply to the letter sent by the UK Government and its insufficient 

implementation of port inspection procedures in this particular case. Oman reiterated that it is fully 

committed to implement IOTC management measures, in particular those relating with IUU activities. 

Oman expressed its commitment to ascertain the origin of the fish onboard the vessel and inform the 

Commission on its findings as soon as possible. For this reason, Oman requested that the Committee 

defers consideration of this issue until such a time where Oman obtains additional information about the 

activities of this vessel. 

79. The Committee noted that Oman had not applied port inspection procedures in full, expressing concern 

that Oman authorities, upon inspection of the vessel Rwad 1, had not requested the skipper of such vessel 

to present evidence about the origin of the fish onboard. Notwithstanding this, the Committee 

acknowledged Omanôs efforts to implement IOTC Management and Conservation measures. The 

Committee agreed to put this vessel under probation for a period of three months, within which Oman 

should provide evidence about the origin of the catches onboard. In addition, the Committee requested 

Oman to request the vessel Rwad 1 to stop fishing until a final decision is taken about this issue. 
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80. The Committee requested that the Commission considers listing the vessel Rwad 1 in the IOTC IUU List 

if Oman fails to implement the measures requested within the next three months. 

Jupiter 1 

81. Madagascar presented information for including the nomination of the longliner Jupiter 1, from Vanuatu, 

for the IOTC IUU vessel list. 

82. Madagascar indicated that this vessel had been observed fishing illegally within the EEZ of Madagascar. 

Madagascar informed that the skipper of the vessel refused inspection, escaping from the area. 

Madagascar noted that its Minister of Fisheries had addressed a letter to the owner of the vessel 

containing information about the illegal activities of this vessel in the EEZ of Madagascar and escape 

from prosecution, indicating that it had not received any reply to date. Madagascar indicated that it seeks 

compensation from Vanuatu concerning the referred IUU activities. 

83. Vanuatu confirmed the illegal activities of the vessel in the EEZ of Madagascar informing that its 

government had taken measures against the owner and the skipper of the fishing vessel, including a fine 

of USD 50,000 and the suspension of the vessel captain. Vanuatu indicated that the vessel is currently 

operating in the Pacific Ocean. Vanuatu recalled the attention of the Committee to the provisions in 

paragraph 10(b) of IOTC Resolution 09/03, ñThe Compliance Committee shall remove a vessel from the 

Provisional IUU Vessels List if the Flag State demonstrates that: (b) It has taken effective action in 

response to the IUU fishing activities in question, including, inter alia, prosecution and imposition of 

sanctions of adequate severity...ò, indicating that it believed the approach taken by Vanuatu is in 

agreement with those provisions.           

84. The Committee noted that while no provisions exist in IOTC Resolution 09/03 concerning the 

compensation of countries in which the illegal activities take place, measures put in place by other 

RFMO contain such provisions. The Committee agreed to bring this matter to the Commission for 

consideration, and both Madagascar and Vanuatu agreed to make every possible effort to reach an 

agreement in due course.  

85. The Committee agreed to put the vessel Jupiter 1 under probation for a period of three months, within 

which the following actions shall be undertaken: 

¶ Vanuatu to deregister the vessel from the IOTC Record of Authorized Vessels. 

¶ The Chairman of the Commission to inform the WCPFC about the situation of this vessel and its 

current activity in the WCPFC Area of Competence. 

86. Vanuatu expressed its commitment to undertake the above actions. Vanuatuôs letter of Commitment is 

presented in Appendix II. 

87. The Committee noted that the two previous cases shall not constitute precedent for future considerations 

on IUU issues indicating that it had granted special consideration to the requests from Oman and 

Vanuatu not to list the vessels at this time. The Committee stressed the need for CPC having vessels 

allegedly involved in IUU activities to address these issues as soon as possible. The Committee 

recommended that, in the future, CPCs shall provide the evidence requested relating to accusations of 

IUU activities brought against vessels under their flag before the deadline specified in IOTC Resolution 

09/03, so that it can be reviewed at the meeting of the Compliance Committee. Where evidence is not 

provided in time, the vessel will be automatically listed. 

88. The Committee noted that, while IOTC Resolution 09/03 contains provisions for the delisting of vessels 

from the IOTC IUU List at any particular time, it does not contain provisions for the listing of vessels, 

which can only occur during IOTC Sessions. The Committee recommended that this fact be brought to 

the attention of the Commission for consideration.    

Other presumed IUU fishing activities reported by CPCs 

89. The Committee reviewed reports from Seychelles, Mozambique, Mauritius, Tanzania and Maldives 

concerning fourteen cases of presumed IUU activities in the IOTC Area, as presented in document 

IOTC-2010-S14-CoC13-add1-Rev3. 
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90. The Committee thanked the above countries for bringing these cases to its attention. It noted that the 

above countries had not presented formal reports regarding the IUU activities of vessels within their EEZ 

as these cases were still under consideration in the countries concerned. The Committee encouraged the 

CPC concerned to expedite consideration of these cases and present the evidence required at the next 

meeting of the Compliance Committee. 

91. The Committee further noted that CPC having vessels involved in IUU activities should notify the 

Commission on the measures taken to address these cases. 

92. The following cases were considered: 

Balena 

93. South Africa presented information for including the nomination of the longliner Balena, from Vanuatu, 

for the IOTC IUU vessel list. 

94. South Africa informed that this vessel  was found with fish admittedly caught in the Indian Ocean while 

operating without authorization from the flag state. It was not possible to prosecute the vessel for 

illegally fishing in the Indian Ocean as it would have been regarded as entrapment. The skipper was 

charged for underdeclaring the catch which was confiscated and the case was settled out of court. 

However, South Africa still believes that the situation warranted consideration for inclusion in the IUU 

list. 

95. Vanuatu notified the Committee that it had taken severe measures to rectify the situation including 

deletion of the vessel from the Vanuatu registry, decommissioning and scrapping of the vessel and 

suspending the skipper. Vanuatu agreed to distribute the relevant documentation as requested. 

96. The Committee agreed to recommend the inclusion of the Balena, under unknown flag, in the IUU List, 

until such time where Vanuatu provide the scrapping certificate for this vessel. 

Lingsar 08 

97. The EU presented information for including the nomination of the longliner Lingsar 08, from Indonesia, 

for the IOTC IUU vessel list (IOTC-2010-S14-CoC13-add1[E] ï AnnexA Rev3). 

98. This vessel was caught flying the flag of Mauritius in EU waters of La Reunion, and fishing without a 

license, in October 2009. A letter was sent to Indonesian authorities, to which it had received no reply, 

followed by a request for inclusion in the IUU List. 

99. Indonesia indicated that it had sent its report on the case to the Secretariat, which indicated that during 

fishing operations it had experienced a breakdown of engine and GPS, and that the vessels had 

subsequently drifted into the waters of La Reunion, where it was arrested. The vessel has been authorized 

to fish for tunas in the Indian Ocean since July 2009, until January 2011. Indonesia further noted that the 

authorities of La Reunion had allowed the vessel to depart following the payment of the fine assessed. 

Indonesia requested that further evidence be presented as to the flag used by the vessel at the time it was 

arrested.  

100. The Committee recommended that, in the future, replies by the states be also submitted to the CPC who 

reported the incident, in addition to sending it to the Secretariat. The Committee also noted that an 

effective use of VMS would have helped to identify the situation of the vessel. 

101. The Committee agreed with Mauritius on the seriousness of the infractions, considering, in particular, 

that the vessel has been caught flying the flag of Mauritius, a CPC different from the flag state.  

Therefore, the Committee agreed to recommend the inclusion of the Lingsar 08 in the IUU List. 

Hoom Xiang 11 

102. The EU presented information for including the nomination of the longliner Hoom Xiang 11, from 

Malaysia, for the IOTC IUU vessel list (IOTC-2010-S14-CoC13-add1[E] ï AnnexA Rev3). 

103. The EU reported an incident concerning this vessel, also in waters of La Reunion. The vessel was caught 

without a flag and fishing without a license to fish in waters of La Reunion. The vessel refused to stop 
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when spotted by an aerial patrol and fled the area.  A letter reporting the incident was submitted to the 

flag state, but no reply was received by the reporting CPC. 

104. Malaysia responded with a communication to the Secretariat, providing an alternative explanation of the 

incident. Nevertheless, the Committee agreed that the vessel be recommended for inclusion in the IUU 

List. 

Tawariq 1 

105. Tanzania presented information concerning the illegal activities of the vessel Tawariq 1, of unknown 

flag, informing that the vessel had been arrested and was currently in custody. Tanzania informed that it 

will take a final decision on the course of action to follow in this matter after the decision from 

Tanzaniaôs Court. 

106. Japan reminded the Committee that two years ago it had provided information indicating that this vessel 

had a history of IUU activities, requesting that the vessels is not included in the IOTC Record of 

Authorized vessels, noting that this request was not properly considered at the time. 

107. In addition the Republic of Korea stated that this vessel was not under Korean ownership at the time it  

committed IUU activities and was arrested. 

108. The Committee thanked Japan and the Republic of Korea for providing this information. 

Illegal activities of gillnet vessels from the Islamic Republic of Iran 

109. Maldives and Seychelles presented information concerning the illegal activities of six gillnet vessels 

from Iran within their respective EEZ. 

110. The Committee noted that reports from Maldives indicated that the vessels apprehended were using 

drifting gillnets up to 10 km long. The Committee noted that the UN ban on the use of drifting gillnets, in 

force since 1991, establishes that gillnets should not exceed 2.5 km in length, noting that the use of 10 

km gillnets by these vessels represents a clear infringement of international law. 

111. The Committee recommended that the Chair of the Commission contact Iran authorities requesting 

clarification about this issue. 

Victory 1    

112. Seychelles provided information on the activities of the vessel Victory 1 that requested deregistration 

from the Seychelles record and subsequently presented documents that indicated it had been scrapped in 

Mauritius. Seychelles noted that, after the scrapping of this vessel, it had received reports that a vessel 

under the same name had requested entry in a port in Namibia indicating that Seychelles is currently 

investigating this matter.    

Shuenn Man No.232    

113. Seychelles indicated that, following reports of illegal activities concerning the vessel Shuenn Man 

No.232, flagged in Seychelles, it had confirmed the veracity of these reports and taken subsequent action 

against this vessel, including fining of the vessel and deregistration of the Seychelles record. 

114. The Committee noted that the governments of Seychelles and France had cooperated closely in the 

identification and prosecution of this vessel, stressing the importance of regional cooperation in the fight 

against IUU activities.  

Presumed IUU fishing activities reported by observers under the IOTC Transhipment Programme  

115. The Committee reviewed information presented by the IOTC Secretariat concerning alleged IUU 

activities by five vessels involved in transhipment operations, as reported by observers under the IOTC 

Transhipment Programme (IOTC-2010-S14-CoC13-add1-Rev3, Table 3). 

116. Oman thanked the Secretariat for bringing the case of the vessel Naham 4 to its attention indicating that 

it will investigate this issue and report back to the Secretariat about its findings. Oman requested that the 

Secretariat provide all the information available on this transhipment to its government, in order to 

speed-up this process as much as possible.   
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117. The Committee agreed this information can be helpful in the identification of IUU activities. The 

Committee agreed that it needed more information from the Commission concerning the status of the 

information provided by observers, in particular the confidentiality rules to be applied. 

118. The Committee recommended that the Commission considers informing the flag states involved and all 

port states in the IOTC Region about the activities of these vessels. 

Presumed IUU fishing activities reported by the United Kingdom  

119. The Committee reviewed information presented by the UK concerning IUU activities by fifty vessels, 

flagged in Sri Lanka, in the BIOT during the years 2002-2009 (CoC13-add2_Rev1). 

120. The UK indicated that, in the past, vessels from IOTC CPC were not eligible to be nominated for the 

IOTC IUU List, as the IUU Resolution had no provisions to list vessels under the flag of CPC. The UK 

noted that they had informed the Ministry of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources of Sri Lanka about these 

cases, indicating that the governments of the UK and Sri Lanka are currently looking into this matter.  

121. The Committee noted that Sri Lanka has never authorized vessels under its flag to operate in the Indian 

Ocean, expressing great concern that a high number of Sri Lankan vessels may be operating on the high 

seas without authorization. 

122. The Committee recommended that, in order to resolve this issue, the Chairman of the Commission 

informs Sri Lanka and Iran about the concerns expressed by the Committee.  

123. The Committee recommended that the Commission considers instructing the Executive Secretary to visit 

Iran and Sri Lanka in order to inform these countries about the issues considered by the Committee and 

seek clarification from their governments.  

124. The Committee recommended that the Commission adopt the provisional IUU list. 

6) REVIEW OF REQUESTS FOR ACCESS TO THE STATUS OF COOPERATING NON -CONTRACTING 

PARTY  

Senegal 

125. The Secretariat introduced the request of Senegal, noting that the Senegal authorities had submitted, in 

addition to an initial letter of request and a report of the actions taken in compliance to IOTC 

Resolutions, a second letter apologizing for the difficulties encountered to participate in the Session, and 

requesting that their absence be not an impediment for the Cooperating Status to be granted. 

126. The Committee noted the request and decided to recommend to the Commission that Senegal be renewed 

as Cooperating non-Contracting Party for another year. 

South Africa 

127. South Africa noted that unfortunately, it had not been able to complete its process of accession to the 

IOTC, but that it expected to do so before the end of the year. South Africa renew its commitment to 

sustainability noting that it had fully complied with all IOTC resolutions as indicated in their Report of 

Implementation. 

128. The Committee noted the request and decided to recommend to the Commission that South Africa be 

renewed as Cooperating non-Contracting Party. 

Maldives 

129. Maldives indicated its intention to become a full Member of IOTC in the very near future, as soon as the 

ongoing internal ratification procedures are completed. Maldives reported on the measures taken to 

ensure full compliance with IOTC measures, including administrative arrangements to initiate the 

licensing of its vessels, implementation of a pilot VMS system, catch-and-effort reporting and an 

inspection and compliance scheme. In addition, Maldives has submitted data about fishing activities 

since several years ago, and Maldivian scientists participate in the work of the Commission. 
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130. The Committee welcomed Maldives to the IOTC community, noting that this is the first time Maldives 

requests the status of Cooperating non-Contracting Party and recommended to the Commission that the 

status be granted. 

Uruguay 

131. Uruguay noted that, regrettably, it had not been able to send the request for renewal in time, due to 

administrative difficulties originated partly in the recent change of administration in Uruguay. 

Nevertheless, Uruguay remains committed to full compliance with all IOTC measures, and to cooperate 

with IOTC in any relevant matters, while noting that it has no vessels currently operating in the IOTC 

Area, and in the future, will contemplate becoming a full Member of the Commission. 

132. Some Members expressed their concern at the late application of Uruguay and the lack of participation in 

the IOTC activities, but also noted that in other fora Uruguay demonstrated its commitment and 

willingness to cooperate on fisheries management issues. 

133. The Committee noted the request and decided to recommend to the Commission that Uruguay be 

renewed as Cooperating non-Contracting Party. 

7) ADOPTION OF THE REPORT AND CLOSURE OF THE MEETING  

134. The report of the Seventh Session of the Compliance Committee of the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission 

was adopted on 05 March 2010. 
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APPENDIX I  TO THE COC REPORT 

AGENDA 

 

1. OPENING OF THE SESSION  

2. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA  

3. NATIONAL REPORTS ON THE PROGRESS OF IMPLEMENTATION OF CONSERVATION AND 

MANAGEMENT MEASURES 

4. STATUS OF THE APPLICATION OF IOTC CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT MEASURES  

A. REPORTING OF MANDATORY STATISTICS ï RES 08/01  

B. RECORD OF AUTHORIZED VESSELS ï RES 07/02  

C. RECORD OF VESSELS ACTIVE DURING 2008 ï RES 07/04  

D. RECORD OF ACTIVE VESSELS IN 2006 TARGETING TROPICAL TUNAS ï RES 09/02 

E. RECORD OF ACTIVE VESSELS IN 2007 TARGETING SWORDFISH AND ALBACORE ï RES 

09/02 

F. REPORT ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE FLEET DEVELOPMENT PLANS ï RES 03/01 &  

09/02 

G. REPORT ON PORT INSPECTIONS ï RES 05/03 

H. BIGEYE TUNA STATISTICAL DOCUMENT PROGRAMME ï RES 01/06 

I. PROGRESS ON IMPLEMENTATION OF VMS ï RES 06/03 

J. REPORT ON THE PROGRAMME FOR TRANSHIPMENT BY LARGE-SCALE FISHING VESSELS ï 

RES 08/02 

K. OTHER 

5. REVIEW OF INFORMATION RELATING TO ILLEGAL FISHING ACTIVITIES IN THE IOTC AREA ï RES 

09/03 

6. REVIEW OF THE DRAFT IUU VESSELS LIST ï RES 09/03 

7. REVIEW OF REQUESTS FOR ACCESS TO THE STATUS OF COOPERATING NON-CONTRACTING PARTY  

8. ANY OTHER MATTERS 

9. ADOPTION OF THE REPORT 
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APPENDIX II  TO THE COC REPORT 

LETTER OF COMMITMENT BY VANUATU REGARDING THE  VESSEL JUPITER 1 

 




























































































































